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The Haida tribe mainly live on the coastal bay of  Haida Gwaii in British
Columbia. 
Haida Gwaii is a group of islands containing about 150 islands in a sword-
like shape that is 250 km long. 
Haida Gwaii is one of the most isolated islands in Canada.
It was formed by huge plates moving under the Pacific Ocean from the
south to their present location. 
Unlike most of Canada Haida Gwaii escaped glaciation during the last ice
age. This helped group Haida Gwaii together.
Many of the native plants of Haida Gwaii are unique and the only other
place they can only be found is in the distant parts of Japan. 
All the native mammals and the 3 types of birds are especially unique.
Unfortunately raccoons and squirrels are becoming a threat to many of the
unique seabirds that live there.

Haida Gwaii’s Regional Area



 Les Haidas parle l’anglais et un langue native
de le communauté Haidas.
 Le nom de langue native de haidas et Xaad Kil.
 Dans 2016 il y a 445 peuple parle Xaad kil dans
le monde. 

The Haida community speaks English and a
native language called Xaad kil.

In the year 2016, there were 445 people
who spoke Xaad kil in the world and only a
bit spoke fluently.

le langue native de
haidas

the national language of
the haida



The Haida is split into 2 groups called the Raven and Eagle. 
In the Eagle and Raven group, each household lives 30 to 40, and there is a chief in charge of each house.
 Every chief owns a nice and large home that hundreds of people can live in. Those houses are also homes to slaves. 
Some chiefs could be also used as war chiefs if something bad happens, or there is a conflict. 
The article called Social Organizations by the Canadian Museum Of History said, “The town chief was the head of the most wealthy or populous
lineage in a village.” 
 Everyone respected the Chiefs.
In the Haidas, the most important ceremony in their tradition is called The Potlatch. This celebration celebrates the different accomplishments
people achieved, like building a new home, getting married, and many more. 
This tradition isn’t only a happy ceremony. Some people celebrate the tradition of remembering a loved one who passed away. 
In the Haida group, the women took care of the easier jobs, and the men took the harder jobs. 
The women made food, baskets, clothing, and more. The men made carvings and painted them. Then, both women and men collected shellfish and
hunted birds.

Social Organazations





The haida live in shelters built on the water.
 With that water they use it to drink and eat the fish that live

in the water. 
In the summer they build houses out of cedar trees. 

The haida also used cedar trees for canoes and boats to
travel to disserent islands.

Le Haïdas habite dans les abris. Beaucoup d' abris au haïdas et sur l’eau.
 La Haïdas aussi prend l’eau et le poisson pour manger et boire l’eau. 

Dans l’ete le haida construit les maisons avec l’arbre.
Le haida aussi prend l’arbre pour le canoe et le bateau pour va au isle different.

le maison de haida 
the Haida living conditions 



Major rites, ceremonies, 
or practices

Potlatch
Is a big celebration that means to give. The Potlatch is not like a
normal party, at the Potlatch the host gives the guest gifts instead
of the guests giving the host gifts.

Dance performances
Instead of Haida children going to school children watch their
parents dance but parents don’t just dance they teach stories when
they dance and sing





What is the most significant 
story for Haida?

One of the best-known of these stories tells how the Raven disguised
himself to enter the house of the Sky Chief, from whom he stole the
sun, moon, and stars to give to humankind.” (Mythology and Crests).

What are the main lessons that can be drawn from this story?

“The Raven is the most greedy, mischievous and lecherous creature
imaginable, but almost without meaning to, teaches humans the arts

of living a good life”(Mythology and Crests).



The Haida group lived on Haida Gwaii for at least 6000 to 8000 years. 
When people from Europe came to Haida Gwaii they brought diseases with them and because the Haida people were
not used to these new illnesses their bodies had no protection against it and many Haida people died dropping their
population to 588 people in 1915.
This was the most drastic drop for any recorded tribe or group in the province. 
The Haida also traded a lot with the Coast Tsimshian and Tlingit and traded them for canoes, slaves, and shells for Chilkat
blankets, hides, and copper. 
There was also internal trade between different Haida communities.
The Haida Nation also made some treaties. British Columbia argeed that the Haida tribe owns all of Haida Gwaii. 
The name of this agreement is Gaayhllxid/Gíihlagalgang "Rising Tide". It recognizes the Haida people's rights and took
50 years to make.
The deal sets rules like managing the land and protecting fishing lodges.
People are trying to be more fair by making this treaty but before they didn't recognize that Haida Gwaii belongs to the
Haida people.

Trade/Conflict



Art, Music and dance\Art,
musique et danse

The Haida people have a different way of teaching their kids. Instead of homeschooling
them, or taking them to school, they teach them valuable lessons through dance. The
Haida children watch their parents dance and sing and learn from what the songs

and dances teach. One of the dances that the Haida do is the Rainbow Creek dance. “The
objective of Rainbow Creek is to bring meaning back to the songs and dances of our

ancestors, performing them as they were taught to us by our elders.”Les Haïdas ont une façon différente d’enseigner leurs enfants.
 Au lieu de faire l’école à la maison ou de les emmener leurs enfants à

l’école, ils leur enseignent de précieuses leçons par la danse. 
Les enfants haïdas regardent leurs parents danser et chanter et

apprennent de ce que les chants et les danses enseignent. 
L’une des danses que les Haïdas pratiquent est la danse du le cique de arc

en ciel.
” L’objectif du le crique de arc en ciel est de donner signification aux les

chants et danses de nos ancêtres.”



1. Les Haïdas font du commerce régulièrement avec les baleiniers et les commerçants de fourrures.
Ils font aussi le commerce avec les espagnols, britanniques, russes et américains.

2. La nation haïda est séparée en deux groupes sociaux : le corbeau et l’aigle. Le Corbeau était subdivisé
en vingt familles, et l’Aigle en avait vingt-trois. Les familles, ne se regroupaient pas en clans.

3. De nombreux Haïdas croient en un être ultime appelé Nekilstlass qui se manifeste par la forme et
les actions d’un corbeau.

4. Quand de puissants des guerriers sont morts, les Haïdas ont cru qu’ils étaient allés à la Maison du
Soleil. Un décès très honorable.

5. Les armes que les Haïdas utilisaient pour se défendre n’étaient pas seulement utilisées comme les
armes, ils avaient aussi d’autres utilisations. Quelques exemples sont : les arcs et les flèches, les

lances et les boucliers en peau. Ils portaient également des armures en bois.

Fun facts\ Faites amusants
The Haida made regular trade with the Spanish, British, Russian, and

American whalers and fur traders.
1.

The Haida nation was split into two social groups: the Raven and the
Eagle. The Raven was subdivided into twenty families, and the Eagle

was twenty-three. The families, however, were not grouped into
clans.

2.

Many Haida people believe in an ultimate being called the Nekilstlass
which manifests through the form and actions of a raven.

3.

When strong warriors passed away, the Haida people believed that they
went to the House of the Sun. A highly honorable passing.

4.

The weapons that the Haidas used to defend themselves weren’t just
used as weapons, they had other uses too. Some examples are: bows and
arrows, spears and shields made of moose hide. They also wore armor

made of wood.

5.
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Thank you!

Did you find the bunnies?


